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Prologue - Texas Jack Cody
by Damian Black

The trail had gone cold long ago, but
Texas Jack Cody was a determined man. He
had never let anyone slip from his grasp before,
and he wasn’t about to start now. He raked dirt
over what remained of his smoldering fire and
set a glance to the west. The sun was setting and
it was time to continue the chase.
The bloodstain on the cuff of his shirt had
set. The scuffle in that rats nest they called a
bar the night before was still on his mind. The
stare of every man and woman lingered in his
memory. It only took a single question to set
the room ablaze with rage. He was used to this,
as it’s hard to pull information out of someone
who doesn’t want to give it to you. All it took
was a bit of spilled blood, and everything he
needed to know was given. His target left there
a week ago; he remained close behind her
trail. He could almost smell her perfume in the
air. He set some money on the counter and shot
a wink and a nod at the bartender.
“My sincere apologies,” he said. “That
should cover repairs.”
A wave of his hand and Cody left the bar
with an eerily white smile and his shrinking
back as he calmly exited. No one would get in
his way but a fool.
He wouldn’t have been put so far off the
trail if his prey hadn’t played him like she did. It
wasn’t like him to go soft on a woman, but this
one was crafty enough to give him the slip. Her
name was Katie Kincaid, and she was a trick
shot both in arms and in life. She went from
place to place cajoling men out of their hardearned money. He almost had her pinned at a
carnival. He caught her glance across a crowd
of kids and darted toward the smell of beer and
sweat typical of carnie air. He burst through the
canvas of the tent into which she had just run.

“Hey cowboy... lost something?” he heard
her shout from the other side of the grounds.
She winked at him as the crowd swallowed her. He turned around to see who he’d
been tailing: a man in drag dressed in what he
had seen her wearing not but thirty minutes
earlier. Livid, he rushed toward where he saw
her last. It was too late; she was long gone.
She wasn’t the only thing missing though. He
gritted his teeth as a gruff whisper escaped his
lips.
“Damn bitch stole my horse!”
This would only strengthen his resolve.
He tossed his ruck-sack over his shoulder and
commenced to trudge along the trail of dust his
horse had left behind. A week and a day gone,
he was closing in and it was time to move. He
cracked a smile as he thought of what he
would do when she was finally within
striking distance.
“This’ll be fun,” he grunted as he set off
on her trail, the moon and the stars guiding him
from above as the sun bid goodnight to the reddening sky.

Origins 2011 Schedule of Events
June 22-26, 2011

Demo and Introduction				
Demo and Introduction				
Who Wants Some?					
New Heroes, Prelims					
New Heroes, Finals Round			
Whirlpool of Blood					
Comrades in Arms					
Final Brawl, Prelims					
Final Brawl, Finals Round			
Who’s The Big Man Now?			
Ritual of the Unnameable				

Wed 6:00 PM
Thu 10:00 AM
All Weekend
Thu 2:00 PM
Thu 6:00 PM
Fri 10:00 AM
Fri 6:00 PM
Sat 10:00 AM
Sat 4:00 PM
Sat 6:00 PM
Sun 10:00 AM

UPCOMING EVENTS!

Total Confusion
February 24-27, 2011
Mansfield, MA
http://www.totalcon.com/
Home of the Massachussets
State Championship!

PlatteCon Omega
March 4-6, 2011
Platteville, WI
http://www.plattevillegaming.com/plattecon/
Home of the Wisconsin
State Championship!
ChimaeraCon 2011
April 1-3, 2011
San Antonio, TX
www.chimaeracon.com
Home of the Texas State
Championship!

Tortured by March Madness!
by Willow Palecek
Sixty-four of the Secret War’s toughest, coolest, most badass warriors are facing off in the showdown of a lifetime
(or at least the year, anyway). Do you have what it takes to
figure out who’s going to come out on top?
HOW TO ENTER
To get started, download a copy of the blank Tournament
Grid here: http://www.shadowfist.com/community/download
For each set of two characters, pick your favorite and write
it in the next column. For example, in box number 1,
you’ll write either Ting Ting, or Li Ting. In box number 2,
you’ll write either Dan Dammer, or Sky Dragon. In round
two, for box 33, you’ll write one of the two names you wrote
in either box 1 or 2.
Take those names and input them into the Entry Form here:
http://www.shadowfist.com/community/download
E-mail the form to Daniel at icediadem@yahoo.com, along
with your name and address.
All entry forms must be received by February 28th.
HOW TO VOTE
Every five days during the Month of March, a new series of
polls will be posted to the Shadowfist mailing list

Tortured by March Madness, cont.
(shadowfist@yahoogroups.com) by Inner Kingdom Games.
Each poll will have a choice between two characters. For
example, on March 1st, the polls will be between Ting Ting
and Li Ting, and between Ming I and Gao Zhang. Any registered member of the Shadowfist mailing list is eligible to
vote in these polls. After round one, the characters who won
will go on to compete in round two, and so on. Each round is
a new set of five days.
In the event of a tie between two characters at the time the
poll closes, whichever character first reached the tied number
of votes will be considered the winner.
SCORING
You will earn points for each correct guess on your Entry
Form. Points earned increase each round:
First round: 2 points per correct guess.
Second round: 3 points per correct guess.
Third round: 5 points per correct guess.
Fourth round: 8 points per correct guess.
Fifth round: 13 points per correct guess.
Final round: 21 points per correct guess.
The maximum possible points that can be earned is 211.
PRIZES
Prizes will be awarded to the top five scores of the overall
event. Prizes may include booster packs, buttons and
promos.

Tortured by March Madness, cont.
Vote for your favorite Secret Warriors on:

http://games.groups.yahoo.com/group/shadowfist_forum/
polls

Bracket Schedules:
Round 1: March 1-5
Round 4: March 16-20
Round 2: March 6-10 Round 5: March 21-25
Round 3: March 11-15 Round 6: March 26-30

CASTING CALL:
THE SYNDICATE
Jessica Ng
Honestly, we had every intention of
skipping Lucy Lui all together and
avoiding the trap of casting every
well-known Asian female in leading Shadowfist roles... but come
on, she’s got that look nailed.
Song, the Little Dragon
Not an actor by trade, rugby superstar Jonathan Ionatana Falefasa
“Tana” Umaga definitely has the
right moves on and off the field to
pull off the Syndicate’s Heir Apparent, provided Counties Manukau
can give him the time off.
Dimitri Lyapunov
Love him or hate him, and the
choice seems pretty easy for us,
one must accept that the camerasporting punkster is the spitting
image of the equally annoying,
droid-making boy wonder, Dimitri.
Rei Okamoto
Thankfully, the hacker mastermind
who likes to decipher male/female
symbols doesn’t have to do much
in the way of Martial Arts, freeing
us up to tap HSM alum Venessa
Hudgens for the role. Add the right
cyberpunk wig and she’s golden.

CASTING CALL:
THE SYNDICATE
Devendra Chalal
He had his coolest role since Raising
Arizona with last year’s Kickass and
showed himself worthy of keeping
up the action star image. Provided his
facial hair doesn’t end up as ridiculous
as it was in Sorcerer’s Apprentice,
Nicolas Cage has our vote for Chalal.
Xu Mei, The Dragon
It’s been eight years since Kill Bill and
Chiaki Kuriyama is all grown up now,
ready to bleach that hair and ink up.
In the world of cyberpunk ninjas and
monks, nothing is more terrifying than
a well-built, under-30 leader who can
break you in two.

Thank you for reading this month’s issue
of The Inner Kingdom Update. We welcome
your feedback on how to better service
the Shadowfist community.
Contact us at icediadem@yahoo.com
Inner Kingdom Games, Inc. is
Daniel Griego of Austin, Texas and
Braz King of Toronto, Ontario

